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POLICE — BRAVERY AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.04 pm]: Every day, members of the 
Western Australia Police Force put themselves at significant and personal risk by performing exceptional acts of 
bravery. Importantly and appropriately, these courageous officers, and civilians who put themselves at risk to assist 
them, were recognized at a ceremony held at the Police Academy in Joondalup on 5 March 2020. Thirteen police 
officers were recognized and awarded a Cross for Bravery for acts of conspicuous courage, whereby the officer 
placed themselves at risk of peril and at risk of significant personal injury or death; twelve officers were awarded 
a special commendation for performing an act of bravery; eight officers were recognised for meritorious conduct 
and devotion to duty under stressful conditions; and a further eight officers were recognised for carrying out acts 
that went far above the course of normal duty. Six civilians were acknowledged for the assistance they provided 
to our police officers by intervening in and responding to numerous difficult and dangerous situations. 
The acts of these officers serve to remind us all just how dangerous an occupation policing can be. Officers were 
commended for acts that placed them at personal risk whilst fulfilling their duty to protect life and property. These 
acts included rescuing people from burning buildings, vehicles and aircraft; negotiating with armed and violent 
offenders and effecting arrests in dangerous circumstances; and taking on treacherous oceans and waterways to 
rescue people from drowning. Our officers’ bravery stretches across our vast state, from our metropolitan suburbs 
of Baldivis, Belmont, Glendalough, Karragullen, Maylands, Merriwa, North Beach, Port Kennedy, Rockingham 
and Stirling to our regional communities, including Albany, Broome, Collie, Geraldton, Lancelin, Kununurra 
and Mandurah. 
Several of the officers involved sustained serious injury. I will detail a few of the incidents to give members further 
insight into the brave deeds of these celebrated officers and civilians. In 2004 at Glendalough, one officer placed 
himself at extreme peril and risk of significant personal injury or death in the rescue of his partner trapped in 
a police vehicle that had become engulfed in flames on Mitchell Freeway. In 2014 at Maylands, while undertaking 
investigations into serious and organised crime syndicates, an officer put himself at significant physical risk whilst 
arresting a violent offender, sustaining serious injury. In 2017, in Rockingham, two officers placed themselves at 
extreme peril and risk of significant personal injury or death while apprehending a violent offender, with one of 
the officers struck in the head with a samurai sword, sustaining serious injury. In Collie, three officers and a civilian 
attended the scene of a homicide and successfully negotiated with an armed offender to bring him under arrest. In 
2018 in Broome, three officers and a civilian placed themselves at extreme peril and risk of significant personal 
injury or death by entering the ocean to rescue two tourists in dangerous seas and treacherous water. 

I am sure members will join me in congratulating all of the recipients of these well-deserved awards. 
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